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Week 3 
“Take all this out of here and 
stop turning my Father’s 
house into a market.”  
Jn 2: 13-25

A forest is like a house of many rooms. Each tree is a 
home for diverse species, including numerous  
micro-organisms. Each species is a “unique  
realisation of living possibility, each one an 
aspect of the real-isation of God”,  
says biologist John Feehan. Yet we have turned God’s 
palatial home into a market place, using forests as 
commodities.
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Called she-oaks because their timber resembles  
European oaks, they are found in all Australian states, 
mostly along coastal and riverine areas. The name 
comes from the Malay word for cassowary because 
their drooping branches look like cassowary feathers.  

The wood is used in flooring, cabinetmaking, poles 
and mulch. The glossy black cockatoo, endangered in 
some areas, depends on its fruit.

Locate the casuarinas nearest to you. 
Find out how they are helping the local 
ecosystems.

 God Inspiring…..

Making a home and a world  
A drop and an ocean
A seedling and a forest
A breath and an atmosphere
When we care for any part of creation
We are caring for the whole of creation.........

We enhance love’s flow
Through the earth of the everyday
That makes our world a home.
Noel Davis “Love Finds a Way”- Shekinah Centre 
 
How can we feel for those people 
whose home is the forests?  
 
How are the Subanens “at home” in 
their forest in Mindanao?  

 God Challenging…..

Reflection

Getting to know Casuarina

  God Revealing…..
Meditation

“Therefore, nature should be 
respected and preserved so 
that by establishing a healthy 
proper relationship with it,  
people can be led to  
contemplate the mystery of 
God’s greatness.” John Paul II, 
Franciscan Environmental Prize,1991

Reflect on one native tree you know. List 
all the creatures it is home to, including 
the tiny ones.

There is more to forests than their 
economic value. What do you value 
about forests?  

Discuss the quotes on this page. 
Compare and contrast the views  
expressed. What challenges you? 

A Canadian public-sector pension fund 
has joined a forestry management firm in 
a $415 million acquisition of (Australian) 
timber lands…”The lands offer long-term 
opportunities to make money in  
numerous ways: says Leo de Bever, 
Aimco’s chief executive.

The flowers will unveil the hidden secrets 
of their beauty; the stones reveal their 
crystalline structure, and the tiniest insect 
display wonders of mechanism… All new, 
all varied, all instructive, and all tending 
to raise the mind to higher and higher 
and nobler conceptions of what creation 
does to declare the glory of its author.” 
Julian Tenison Woods

The Islander
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